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Abstract

An important part of Tagore’s writings covers the rural development especially farmers
and agriculture. Tagore has clearly depicted the reality of rural Bengal, livelihood of
marginalized people, their struggle for survival in his songs, poems, stories, essays and
letters. Tagore realized that the rural people did not have the power; and nor the
capacity to overcome the challenges they confront in their everyday lives. In order to
change the fate of rural masses Tagore laid the foundation of his initiative to rural
development through an integrated and comprehensive approach based on principle of
co-operation, knowledge and education. As a means of social development, he advocated
for educating the poor people in the villages and strongly protested against all forms of
social discrimination, untouchability, bigotry including religious bigotry. This article is
based on secondary literature. In order to write this article, we have reviewed different
books, journals, newspaper articles and government documents. While analyze the
Content we tried to focus on three themes lLe., a) Tagore’s idea of agriculture, b) His
cooperative thinking, and c) his idea of development and reconstruction. The findings
affirmed that the idea that Tagore conceived, initiated, promoted and implemented in his
lifetime for the betterment of rural community are still relevant and Policy makers,
development practitioners can gain intuitive knowledge to implement those ideas and
thoughts in its effort to rural development particularly in the areas of education,
cooperative, health, and environmental consciousness.

Keywords: rural community, development, microcredit, cooperative, collage industries,
awareness
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