Jagannath University Journal of Social Sciences
Vol. 13. Issue 1, 2024-2025, https://doi.org/10.3329/jnujss.v13i186057

FRI R ORI TR 8 AIEE Saes S8z A of:
GRS KD

SR AT
LA, JIETT @ Saae QI ()

it W
THAARIBIETE, AT @ See GRS (JQ)

Abstract

This study explores the critical role of Union Parishadsithe lowest tier of local
government in Bangladeshliin delivering public services and fostering social development
at the grassroots level. Drawing on qualitative data collected from four purposefully
selected Union Parishads in the Cumilla district, the research analyzes the scope and
nature of development interventions, challenges faced in service delivery, and the
effectiveness of institutional practices. Data were gathered through interviews, field
observations, and review of official documents. The findings reveal that while Union
Parishads are actively engaged in a range of social development activities, their capacity
is often constrained by limited financial resources, bureaucratic inefficiencies,
inadequate skilled manpower, and political influence. Despite these barriers, the Union
Parishads remain a pivotal institution in advancing local development. The study
concludes with actionable recommendations aimed at enhancing governance capacity,
transparency, and community participation to strengthen the role of Union Parishads in
rural development.
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