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Abstract

The main objective of this article is to analyze the Malbedey community’s linguistic
identity and endeavor to preserve their language. This community lives in Gopalpur
village at Haldia union in Munshiganj. The Malbedey people have their own language
called Thar language. Despite increasing sociolinguistic pressures from the dominant
Bengali language and growing threats of language endangerment, the Malbedey people
have strategically maintained their linguistic heritage through selective intra-community
use of Thar. It serves not only as a means of communication but also as a tool of
resistance against symbolic domination and cultural assimilation. Employing Austin and
Sallabank’s concept of Marginal languages become endangered due to the influence of
dominant languages, Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of symbolic capital, and James C. Scott’s
concept of hidden transcripts and everyday resistance, the article reveals how the
Malbedey people's linguistic choices reflect deeper socio-political dynamics. Thar is not
merely a vernacular; it is a symbolic boundary marker that constructs and protects
communal identity. However, the Thar language is a sign language that has no written
form. The Malbedey use the Thar language to protect the privacy of sensitive issues
within the community. For example, they use the Thar language during illegal economic
activities. It can also be seen that they feel comfortable exchanging ideas in this
language. However, there is no effective system to preserve the Thar language. As a
result, it is on the verge of extinction today. For this reason, this study emphasizes the
urgency of documenting and supporting indigenous languages like Thar in contexts
where dominant cultures continue to marginalize and displace local linguistic traditions.
The present research paper is composed of data collected through direct fieldwork
following anthropological methods. The research methods include observation,
purposive sampling, in-depth interviews, and key informants. Besides, the help of
secondary data has been taken to make the essay authentic. The fieldwork duration was
from March 2022 to December 2022.
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